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                                ACEN Australia acknowledges the resilience and knowledge of the Traditional Custodians of this nation. We pay our respects to elders past and present, the many Aboriginal people that did not make their elder status and to those that continue to care for country.
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            The project

Stubbo Solar is a 400-megawatt (MW) large scale solar project approved by the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment in July 2021. It is currently in construction across 1,250 hectares of mostly cleared grazing land in the Central West region of NSW.

It is being constructed by EPC contracting partner PCL Construction.

The project is located near Stubbo about 10 kilometres north of the historic mining town of Gulgong in the Mid-Western Regional Local Government Area. It will generate enough renewable energy to power 185,000 average Australian homes per year and contribute to NSW’s target of 50% renewable energy by 2030.The flat cleared grazing land across the site allows for rows of photovoltaic panels to be installed with enough height and space for sheep to graze in and around the panels. They will provide welcome shade and protection to grazing animals from the hot summer sun.




The project involves construction of rows of solar panels, substation and access roads, and the installation of electrical infrastructure such as inverters and cables. Stubbo Solar also includes a 200 MWh battery energy storage system (BESS), meaning the project can dispatch electricity when it is most needed during peak hours, and provide important grid stability services. Stubbo Solar will connect to the existing 330 kV transmission line that is operated by TransGrid.

In May 2023, ACEN Australia secured a 20 year Long Term Energy Service Agreement (LTESA) for the project in the NSW Government’s first renewable energy and storage auction. The LTESA is a risk management mechanism that will support Stubbo Solar in the future if the National Electricity Market moves into a sustained period of low prices. In return for the long term insurance value provided by the LTESA, ACEN Australia has made substantial financial commitments to support community initiatives, regional manufacturing and employment, and Indigenous participation.

Read More        


            
        
                            

            
                            
                                            
                            Investing in the Central-West Orana Renewable Energy Zone                        
                    
                    
                                            
                            In 2023, ACEN Australia secured a 20 year Long Term Energy Service Agreement (LTESA) for Stubbo Solar in the NSW Government’s first renewable energy and storage auction. The LTESA is a risk management mechanism that will support the project in the future if the National Electricity Market moves into a sustained period of low prices. In return for the long term insurance value provided by the LTESA, ACEN Australia has made substantial financial commitments to support community initiatives, regional manufacturing and employment, and Indigenous participation.                         

                                    

                    

    

    

    





    
        
                            
                    
                                            


                                    

                    


            



    
            
        
            At a glance        
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                        Central West Orana region                    

                
                                    ACEN Australia is committed to the Central-West Orana region for decades to come. We believe the region has many opportunities for renewable energy to be developed in a way that optimises land use for the dual purpose of energy and agricultural production. Learn more about the NSW Government's Renewable Energy Zone.
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                Community

Built on a foundation of trust and shared value, we seek to develop relationships with communities that create enduring and positive impact. 

Here are some of the things we are doing at Stubbo Solar.

	Voluntary Planning Agreement with Mid-Western Regional Council over the life of the project. Administered by Council for the purpose of delivering and facilitating community projects in Gulgong and surrounds.
	Social Investment Program (SIP) available to the Gulgong community. Administered by ACEN Australia throughout the construction period.
	1.5% of project value commitment to First Nations participation delivered through contracting, employment, training and business innovation
	20% of project working hours commitment to Learning Worker participation to be delivered through traineeships and apprenticeships
	39% of project value target local content for construction materials from Australia or New Zealand
	Commitment to prioritise the participation of Small to Medium Enterprises (SMEs)  to deliver goods and services
	Neighbour agreements so that eligible properties within 5km to project infrastructure receive a direct benefit
	Solar panel rows and heights designed so that grazing can co-exist once the project is operational
	Upgrades to Blue Springs Road, Gulgong
	Commitment to product stewardship through environmental and social procurement that encourage circular economy outcomes
	Addressing housing affordability and availability through an adaptive management plan with Mid-Western Regional Council for worker accommodation


Voluntary Planning Agreement

A Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) for Stubbo Solar is in place with Mid-Western Regional Council for the life of the project. Consisting of a $100,000 to be paid during the construction period, and an annual payment of $300 per megawatt installed (~$120,000 per year),  this funding is administered by Council for the purpose of delivering and facilitating community projects in Gulgong and or within 25km of Stubbo Solar. For more information, read the VPA below or contact Mid-Western Regional Council.



Social Investment Program 

ACEN Australia’s Social Investment Program (SIP) is our voluntary contribution to Gulgong.  Totalling $200,000 throughout the construction period,  funding is available to not-for profit organisations and activities that directly benefit and enhance the liveability and vibrancy of the Gulgong community.






Worker accommodation



The expected peak construction workforce for Stubbo Solar is 400 and we have a workforce accommodation strategy with Mid Western Regional Council to limit the impact on regional housing availability and affordability while enabling the region’s thriving tourism industry to flourish.



ACEN Australia seeks to reduce the impact on short term stay accommodation in the Central West NSW region as part of the construction of Stubbo Solar. If you have a property available for rent, we would be be interested in hearing from you. Please register your details and they will be provided to our contracting partners.





Jobs and business

A commitment is in place to prioritise the participation of Small to Medium Enterprises (SMEs) to deliver goods and services for the construction of Stubbo Solar, and to employ locally where possible. This commitment is embedded into the project delivery model with EPC contracting partner PCL Constructions.

First Nations participation

As a company seeking to harness wind, solar and water resources for energy today, we reflect on the contributions made by First Nations over thousands of years. We recognise the value of a better understanding of Aboriginal history and culture, and commit to meaningful participation with First Nations groups to support the protection of country, culture, and the development of their aspirations.



Central -West Orana community impacts and benefits

We are planning several projects in the NSW Central-West Orana Renewable Energy Zone (CWOREZ) in the coming years and we are working with stakeholders and communities to balance the impacts and opportunities that a growing renewable energy industry can bring. We want to maximise local employment and business opportunities and deliver the most appropriate accommodation solutions for our workforces. Our preference and priority is to employ locally first, however current skills and labour shortages are a considerable barrier in achieving this.



            

            

    





    
        
                            
            
            
                                    
                        Driving positive change for people and planet                    

                
                                    We know the importance of early engagement with communities and stakeholders and are guided by industry and global standards. 
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                        Event                    
                
                
                    19 Dec, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Christmas Hampers for Gulgong                
            


            
                Stubbo Solar and PCL Construction, with our sub contractors working on site, spent time last week making hampers for families in need in the Gulgong…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    14 Dec, 2023                
            

            
                
                    We’re proud to sponsor the 2024 Gulgong Folk Gathering                
            


            
                Looking forward to a great start to 2024 with our support of the inaugural Gulgong Folk Gathering
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                    Do you have a spare to share?                
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                    Stubbo Solar major sponsor of Australian Stock Horse Youth Show in Gulgong                
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                    5 Nov, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Stubbo Solar partners with Heart of Gulgong to deliver AED refresher courses                
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                    27 Oct, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Pink Up Stubbo Solar Fundraiser                 
            


            
                October is breast cancer awareness month, and we’re helping to raise funds at Stubbo Solar.   Mudgee shines pink each October during Breast Cancer Awareness month…
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                    Supporting local businesses- Gulgong Stock and Rural                
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                    Supporting Watershed Landcare deliver Green Day to local schools                
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                    Supporting local- Well done Gulgong Bull Terriers!                
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                    18 Aug, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Proud to be a major sponsor of the 2023 Gulgong Polocrosse Carnival                
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                    25 Jul, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Employment and procurement session in Gulgong                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Event                    
                
                
                    22 Jun, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Stubbo Solar major sponsor of the 2023 Henry Lawson Festival                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    22 Jun, 2023                
            

            
                
                    ACEN Australia Leadership Changes                
            


            
                After six and half years as Co-founder and CEO, Anton Rohner will be moving on from the role as CEO of ACEN Australia. While Anton…
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                    13 Jun, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Supporting local- Stubbo Solar a Major sponsor of the Gulgong Arts Council                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    8 Jun, 2023                
            

            
                
                    Blue Springs road upgrade works completed                
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                    Stubbo Solar proud to be a major sponsor of this year’s Gulgong Prince of Wales Eisteddfod                
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                    We are proud to be a major sponsor of the Mid Western Working Horse Association (MWWHA) 2023 Reigned Cow Horse Competition.                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    10 Jan, 2023                
            

            
                
                    ACEN Australia appoints EPC contractor                
            


            
                ACEN Australia appoints PCL as EPC contractor and issues Notice to Proceed for 400MW Stubbo Solar Project 10 January 2023, NSW – Renewable energy company…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Media Release                    
                
                
                    7 Nov, 2022                
            

            
                
                    ACEN Australia Presses GO on Stubbo Solar Project                
            


            
                Renewables developer ACEN Australia has executed the key contracts and announced that a final investment decision on the 400 MW Stubbo Solar project has been…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    13 Oct, 2022                
            

            
                
                    Upgrade works to Blue Springs Road                
            


            
                As a part of the Pre-Construction works for Stubbo Solar, we will soon begin works to upgrade Blue Springs Road. This work will involve the…
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                    6 Jul, 2022                
            

            
                
                    The UPC\AC Renewables brand is transitioning to ACEN Australia                
            


            
                
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    8 Nov, 2021                
            

            
                
                    Drop by our new Gulgong office                
            


            
                We have now opened a new project office in Gulgong so we can meet with you and discuss the latest updates on our Stubbo Solar…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    14 Jun, 2021                
            

            
                
                    Stubbo Solar Farm and Battery Project approved by NSW Government                
            


            
                The 400 MW Stubbo Solar Farm and Battery Project has been granted approval by the NSW Government, following 14 months of detailed planning and discussions…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Event                    
                
                
                    17 Mar, 2021                
            

            
                
                    You’re invited to our latest community information drop-in session                
            


            
                Our latest community information drop-in session will be held in Gulgong this month, providing an opportunity to update the local community on plans for the…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    12 Jan, 2021                
            

            
                
                    Stubbo Solar Farm EIS on public exhibition                
            


            
                The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Stubbo Solar Farm has now been placed on public exhibition for a six-week period by the NSW Department…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    11 Nov, 2020                
            

            
                
                    Key feedback at Community Information Session                
            


            
                Valuable feedback on the proposed 400-megawatt Stubbo Solar Farm was provided on several key issues at the Community Information Session held late last month in…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Event                    
                
                
                    19 Oct, 2020                
            

            
                
                    Stubbo Solar Farm Community Information Session                
            


            
                A community Information Drop-in Session will be held in Gulgong this month, providing the local community an opportunity to inspect plans and provide their feedback…
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                    4 Aug, 2020                
            

            
                
                    Extra land added to project study area                
            


            
                An additional section of grazing land has been added to the study area for the 400 megawatt Stubbo Solar Farm, after ongoing discussions with the…
            


                    

    



    
        
                            

                    

        
            
                                    
                        Update                    
                
                
                    19 May, 2020                
            

            
                
                    Environmental Assessment Requirements issued for Stubbo Solar Farm                
            


            
                The NSW Department of Planning, Industry and the Environment has issued the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements (SEARs) for the Stubbo Solar Farm. The SEARs sets…
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                                            Below are the approved documents for the Stubbo Solar and Battery project. To view a full list of the Stubbo Solar approval documents and appendices please visit NSW Government’s Major Projects Planning Portal: https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/stubbo-solar-farm.                                        
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                                            The Management Plans and Strategies- Stage 1 approved documents below cover the works associated with Stage 1: Road Upgrades (Blue Springs Road) and construction of the main site access                                        
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                                            The Management Plans and Strategies- Stage 2 approved documents below cover the works associated with Stage 2: Stage 2: Solar project construction and operation including: Stage2a: Construction and commissioning of the solar facilities including solar array, substation and all ancillary infrastructure, including the switchyard and transmission line connection to be constructed by Transgrid.                                        
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                                                        Environmental Management Strategy Stage 2a                                                    

                                                                                                            
                                                            16 MB                                                        

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Heritage Management Plan- Stubbo Solar Project Stage 2a- Approval Letter                                                    

                                                                                                            
                                                            593 KB                                                        

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Heritage Management Plan- Stubbo Solar Project Stage 2a                                                    

                                                                                                            
                                                            2 MB                                                        

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Soil and Water Management Plan – Stage 2a Approval Letter                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Soil and Water Management Plan- Stage 2a                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Traffic Management Plan- Stage 2a- Approval Letter                                                    

                                                                                                            
                                                            117 KB                                                        

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Traffic Management Plan                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Traffic Management Plan Stage 2a Approval Letter- December 2023                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Traffic Management Plan Stage 2a - December 2023                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            


                            

                                            

                                    
                                                    
                                
                                    
                                        Final Layout Plans Stage 2a                                    


                                                                    

                            
                        
                                                    
                                	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Final Layout Plan- Stage 2 a. Correspondence                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Final Layout Plan – DWG- 100.                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Final Layout Plan- DWG- 101.                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Final Layout Plan- DWG- 102.                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Final Layout Plan- DWG- 103.                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Final Layout Plan- DWG- 104.                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            


                            

                                            

                                    
                                                    
                                
                                    
                                        Notification of Commencement of Construction                                    


                                                                    

                            
                        
                                                    
                                	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Approval letter                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            


                            

                                            

                                    
                                                    
                                
                                    
                                        Stubbo Solar Independent Audit 2023                                    


                                                                            
                                            In accordance with Conditions 11 and 12 of Development Consent (SSD-10452) Schedule 4, Moss Environmental conducted an Independent Environmental Audit of the Stubbo Solar project within three months of Stubbo Solar commencing construction.                                        

                                                                    

                            
                        
                                                    
                                	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Stubbo Solar Post Approval Independent Audit Report                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Independent Audit -Applicant Response                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    
                                                        Independent Audit - DPE Response                                                    

                                                                                                    
                                            


                            

                                            

                            

        

    


                        

                                            
                                
        
            Contact

General Enquiries

info@stubbosolar.com.au 

1800 434 062

 

To register to work on the construction of the Stubbo Solar project, please contact PCL Construction

STSPCommunity@pcl.com

 

If you have a property available for rent, we would be be interested in hearing from you. Please register your details and they will be provided to our contracting partners.

Please complete this registration form

        

    



    
        
    
        Subscribe to updates    

    Sign up to receive key updates from ACEN Australia. If you would like project specific updates, please select projects you would like to hear about from the list.


    
        
            Your name        
        
    


    
        
            Your email        
        
    


    
        
            Postcode        
        
    


    
        
            Select what you would like to subscribe to receive updates for        
        
            
            
                ACEN Australia            
        

        
            
            
                Aquila Wind, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Axedale Solar, VIC            
        

        
            
            
                Birriwa Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Deeargee Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Narragamba Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                New England Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                North East Wind, TAS            
        

        
            
            
                Phoenix Pumped Hydro, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Robbins Island and Jim's Plain Wind, TAS            
        

        
            
            
                Stubbo Solar, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Valley of the Winds, NSW            
        

        
            
            
                Yindjibarndi Energy Corporation, WA            
        

    


    
        
            
            
                I agree to be emailed            
        

        
    

    
        
            Privacy Policy        
    


    
        Submit    





            
        
                    Project office

79b Herbert Street, Gulgong

Open Tuesday – Thursday ( 9:00am- 5:00pm)

Email

info@stubbosolar.com.au

Social media 

facebook.com/StubboSolar

Phone

1800 434 062

Contracting partner

PCL Construction at STSPCommunity@pcl.com

NSW EnergyCo

For enquiries relating to the design and implementation of NSW Renewable Energy Zones

www.energyco.nsw.gov.au/contact

1800 118 894

 

 

Register a complaint

info@stubbosolar.com.au 

1800 434 062

ACEN Australia Complaints Procedure

ACEN Australia Complaints Procedure

            

    




                        

                                

    
    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                


                
                                                                        
                                
                                    Operations                                


                                                                    	
                                                
                                                    New England Solar Stage 1                                                
                                            


                                                            

                                                    
                                
                                    In Construction                                


                                                                    	
                                                
                                                    New England Solar Stage 2 and BESS                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Stubbo Solar                                                
                                            


                                                            

                                                    
                                
                                    In Development                                


                                                                    	
                                                
                                                    Aquila Wind                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Axedale Solar                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Birriwa Solar                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Deeargee Solar                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Narragamba Solar                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    North East Wind                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Phoenix Pumped Hydro                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Robbins Island and Jim’s Plain Wind                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Valley of the Winds                                                
                                            
	
                                                
                                                    Yindjibarndi Energy Corporation                                                
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                                        Sign up for updates                                    
                                
	
                                    
                                        Follow us on LinkedIn                                    
                                


                    
                                            
                            ACEN Australia acknowledges the resilience and knowledge of the Traditional Custodians of this nation. We pay our respects to elders past and present, the many Aboriginal people that did not make their elder status and to those that continue to care for country.

                        

                                    

            

        

    
    
        
            Privacy Policy
            ACEN Australia © 2024
        

    


    


